
 	 There are 15,000 people 
who will receive this newsletter.  If 
each reader could afford a donation 
of $200 a year, only $16.70 per 
month, we could cover our operating 
expenses. If we could get donors to 
contribute $1,000 a year, we could 
start building an endowment to help 
Maria women for years to come. 
Can you afford a donation of $16.70 
per month? If so, we pray that your 
generosity will find its way to Maria 
High School.
	 The time to raise the $2 
million is now.  To delay would be to 
risk the destiny of our young urban 
women who are looking to you for 
hope, financial support, and prayer.  
The future of Maria High School is 
in your hands.  
	 When I write to you again 
this fall, the Sisters and I pray that 
our goal of  $2 million will be well 
under way and that the thermometer 
to the right is overflowing with your 
generosity and your faith in the future 
of Maria High School.
		  Most gratefully,

		  Wendy Lynn

Maria High School needs you now 
like we have never needed you before.  
The future of Maria High School and 
the destiny of our young women 
depend on you.  
	 In a few weeks, Maria High School 
will be back doing what she, and St. 
Casimir Academy before her, has 

done for 98 years: educating young women from Chicago’s 
Southwest side.  Last year, enrollment at Maria hovered 
at 300 students. Approximately 65% of our students come 
from low income families. The cost to attend Maria High 
School this fall will be $6,800.  However, the actual cost 
to educate a student is $10,500. This is one of the lowest 
tuitions of Catholic secondary education in Chicago.   
	 Very few students receive full tuition scholarships. 
Those who do, rely on the generosity of donors and 
foundations. Many of our young women receive financial 
aid  because they have lost a parent.  Last year, ten students 
were provided full tuition  by generous benefactors due to 
either exceptional academics or dire personal circumstances. 
The remaining 290 students and their families paid part or 
all of their tuition. How are they able to do so?  The truth is 
that they can’t  without the support of our alumnae, friends, 
and foundations. Consider these stories:
	 A dad stood in my office two weeks ago, apologizing 
that he was wearing soiled work clothes. He was coming in 
(to pay tuition) between two of the three jobs he holds down 
to afford a Maria education for his daughter. He thanked me 
profusely for the change we made in his daughter’s life and 
in her attitude toward education. 
	 A student whose mother died last year received help 
in the way of a $1,000 foundation scholarship. The balance 
is being paid by not only her father, but by her aunts, uncles 
and cousins who all see the value of a Maria education. 
	 A mom working at a minimum wage job from 1:00-
9:00 PM told me how she calls her fifteen–year old daughter 
from work to make sure she arrives home from school safely. 
Her daughter must stay in their apartment alone.  Of course 
that student looks to Maria High School as her social outlet, 
as well as her academic pillar.
	 Some students hold down part-time jobs, not only 
to pay for their tuition, but also to provide basic needs for 
their families. 
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A Letter from the President
Dear Friends,

Wendy Lynn, President, 
Maria High School

	 Can these students go to a local public school? Of 
course they can. However, I look at our fragile Maria women 
and think that they would be lost in such an environment. 
	 I am asking you to consider these stories as you 
think about Maria. Consider what the Sisters of Casimir 
have done for you.  Consider what your life would be 
now if it were not for Maria High School.   Maria High 
School’s mission has come full circle.  The Sisters of St. 
Casimir continue to minister to the underserved working 
class women in the community, just as they did in 1911.  
Similarly, our current families still seek those four things 
found in Catholic education – better academics, better 
discipline, faith formation, and safety – that your families 
sought for you.  However, Maria High School can no longer 
continue that ministry without you. 
We need to raise $2 million.
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Maria High School
Board of Directors

2009

Gary Pater, Chair
Anita Alvarez, ’78

Elba Aranda-Suh, ’89
Fred Conforti

Sr. Theresa Dabulis, SSC
David Dix

Sr. Regina Marie Dubickas, SSC
Lisa Franco, MD, ’80

Sr. Virginia Gapsis, SSC
Debra Heim, ’73

Nora Hipolito, ’87
Wayne M. Lerner

Wendy Lynn
Robert Marschalk

Carolyn Mills, MD, ’87
Jill Patterson, MD, ’83

Maureen Rzasa
Jura Stanulis Scharf-Mertic, ’62

Christine Stonkus, ’70
Joanne Velasquez, ’58

Sr. M. Immacula Wendt, SSC, ’54
Maria Yanez-Mavrakis, ’81

Nannette Zander, ’79

Cardinal George meets with Maria Board  

On June 1, 2009, Cardinal Francis George joined the Maria High School Board of Directors at their monthly 
meeting.  President Wendy Lynn presented the state of the school from August 2008 to today and the plans that 
have been made to enhance curriculum, increase enrollment, and to expand funding opportunities for the school.  
Ms. Lynn requested the Cardinal’s assistance in specific areas, and the Cardinal is open to explore these areas.  Ms. 
Lynn and the Board thanked Cardinal George for his time and efforts in supporting the mission of the Sisters of 
St. Casimir at Maria.  Joining Cardinal George (left to right) are Wayne Lerner; Kathleen Dujsik; Maureen Raza; 
Maria Yanez; Joanne Velasquez; Lisa Franco; Cardinal George;  Debra Heim;  Sr. Immacula Wendt; Nannette 
Zander; and Sr. Virginia Gapsis. (back row fron left) Gary Pater, Board Chair; Wendy Lynn; Fred Conforti; Robert 
Marschalk; Christine Stonkus; Nora Hipolito and David Dix.

14th Annual Snow Ball to be Held
January 16, 2010

This year’s Snow Ball Event is scheduled to be held 
on Saturday night, January 16, 2010 at the Oakbrook 
Drury Lane.  We need YOUR support to make this event 
successful.  Our goal is to have 500 in attendance this year.  
We invite you to:
	
		  a Save the date on your calendar
		  a Invite your friends to join you;
		  aSolicit/donate silent auction items (Time Shares,
		       tickets to dinner theater packages, gift certificates,
		       golf packages, etc.)
		  aPurchase/sell raffle tickets for the $10,000 prize
		  aVolunteer for committee work (invitations, auction
		       preparation, program book, raffles)

If you are interested in helping make this event a success, please contact 
Kathleen Dujsik at kdujsik@mariahighschool.org or at 773-925-8686, ext. 
115.  Watch your mail in early fall for more details!
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Maria High School is thrilled to announce the launch of its
1000 Women Campaign!

The initial goal of the campaign is to identify 1000 Women who are willing to make a tangible 
contribution towards the advancement of Maria High School.  Although Maria High School is 

looking for significant monetary contributions, these 1000 Women can contribute in many other 
creative ways as well.

You would be an excellent candidate if you would agree to mentor our students, speak at an 
assembly, participate in a career day, or of course monetarily donate directly toward the advancement 

of Maria High School. 
    

Maria High school is looking for dynamic, successful women who are willing to share their skills, 
talents, accomplishments, and life experiences with the young women of Maria High School in order 

to secure the future and advancement of Maria High School and its students. 
These initial 1000 Women will provide you an amazing networking opportunity. 

Join the Celebration!
Please be our guest Tuesday, 

September 15, 2009 
5:00 PM – 8:00 PM  

Drinker Biddle
 191 North Wacker Drive

Suite 3700
Chicago, IL 60606-1698

We are so excited to meet with you!

Help Maria Women  Make a Difference in the World!

To nominate yourself or a friend, or to RSVP,
please contact:

Kathleen Langdon
Principal Funds Director

Maria High School
773-925-8686, ext. 151

klangdon@mariahighschool.org

•  Are we speaking about you?
•  Are we speaking to you?
•  Are you someone who should be part of this campaign?
•  Would you like to nominate someone who would be
    perfect for this campaign?

You are invited.
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Thank You to our Volunteers

Sister Elizabeth joined the Maria High School Institutional Advancement Office as a volunteer grant writer.  As 
a former principal in the Archdiocese of Chicago, Sister has brought a wealth of knowledge and experience to 
Maria.  With her assistance, Maria has submitted three dozen grant proposals since the fall to foundations, some 
of which are awaiting board approval as early as this summer. 

“I was so impressed with Maria, the students and the staff . . . . 
Their dedication . . . is awesome.”

Chris Horsman

Chris has been tapping into the skills he has honed in the corporate work sector to lend 
his skills and experience in reorganizing the administrative staff.  He will also be involved 
with the student admission process.  Throughout his career, Chris has often been placed 
in situations which he has been asked to “fix.”  Chris maintains that simple tweaks to the 
staff organization at Maria will result in efficiencies and higher productivity.  An outside 
viewpoint serves to freshen the environment.

Sister Elizabeth Pardo, IHM

“I think education is the fundamental tool that every person should have . . .”
Carol attended the Maria High School 2009 SnowBall and has been connected to Maria 
ever since.  Throughout her career as a corporate attorney, Carol has made it a priority to 
give back to the community.  She understands that not-for-profits often lack the financial, 
technological and staffing resources necessary to continue the good work that it does.  
Education is important to Carol, and she welcomed the opportunity to become involved 
with fundraising strategies at Maria.

Carol Bynoe

“... it is never too late or too early to give back ...”
Greg has been working with the Business Office staff to help Maria’s Finance Committee 
and Board of Directors develop a clearer view and understanding of the financial condition 
of the school.  Maria has benefited from Greg’s public accounting expertise reminding us 
that, at the end of the day, debits and credits must balance each other out, and cash flow 
models must be constructed based on facts and not on wishes.  Greg has always taken 
advantage of his employer’s volunteer program, and he’s been happy to serve Maria as a 
venue to give back to society.

Greg Pritz

“I loved the camaraderie of an all girls education. 
We were taught to be self-reliant and serve our community.”
Rita has also been volunteering in the Business Office, committed to understanding how 
all the processes fit together then recommending improvements and efficiencies where 
appropriate.  Having benefited from an all-girl high school environment, Rita is happy that 
she has the time to help Maria stabilize to continue its mission of educating young women 
who make a positive difference in the world.  After a permanent business manager is in 
place, Rita looks forward to helping more directly with students and teachers.

Rita Gallagher

“It was an honor for me to work among people so dedicated
to the mission of Maria High School.”

Thank you to all our generous volunteers for sharing their time and talent at Maria!
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	 Wendy Lynn, President, re-
cently announced the promotion of 
Margaret Hayes to the position of 
Principal of Maria High School ef-
fective July 1, 2009. 
	 Since joining Maria High 
School in 2002, Margaret has 
served in the roles of Dean of Stu-
dents and Assistant Principal, Stu-
dent Life. During that time, she 
has been a respected disciplinarian 
and administrator. Margaret chairs 
the Maria High School Curriculum 
Committee and the recently formed 
Advisory Committee. The Advi-
sory Committee is responsible for 
developing a curriculum intended 
to strengthen the behavioral, so-
cial, emotional and study skills of 
all Maria students. This program is 
being introduced in the 2009-2010 
academic year.
	 When we asked Margaret 
for a statement about her new 
position, she said, “I am very 
excited to be assuming this role.  
I love the Maria community, 
especially our students.  Our young 
women deserve all that a Catholic 
education at Maria can afford them, 
and I feel privileged to be given the 
opportunity to work alongside the 

Margaret Hayes Appointed
as New Principal

wonderful faculty and staff to help 
them reach their full potential.”
	 Prior to joining Maria High 
School, Margaret served as Dean 
of Students at Queen of Peace High 
School and taught for fifteen years 
in the Chicago Public Schools. Her 
combined experience as an educa-
tor and administrator, coupled with 
her passion for the Maria High 
School mission, made her an out-
standing candidate for the position 
of Principal.
	 A graduate of Queen of 
Peace High School, Margaret 
earned her Bachelor of Arts in El-
ementary Education and Masters in 
Educational Administration from 
St. Xavier University in Chicago. 
Margaret also has earned a Masters 
in Education - Curriculum and In-
struction from National Louis Uni-
versity in Evanston, Illinois.
	 A resident of suburban Oak 
Lawn, IL, Margaret served as Oak 
Lawn Special Events Commission-
er until 2008. She belongs to the St. 
Linus Parish Council, where she 
also is a cantor.
	 The Maria community con-
gratulates Margaret and wishes her 
the best in her new position. 

Margaret Hayes (left), Principal, and Wendy Lynn, President, 
look forward to an exciting and rewarding school year.

College Prep
Our College Prep Curriculum 
prepares our students for the rig-
ors of post secondary education. 
This curriculum gives our stu-
dents the tools they need to be 
successful at the college or uni-
versity of their choosing.  Our 
honors and AP courses prepare 
our students for the demands 
and challenges of college level 
courses.

Maria Offers
New 

3 Track
Curriculum

Health Science
The Health Science Curricu-
lum will introduce students to 
different careers in the health 
and science industry beginning 
with a health course in fresh-
man year.  The classes offered 
in subsequent years will prepare 
these students for a career in 
the health science industry after 
graduation.  One of the goals of 
the new curriculum is to work 
collaboratively with Holy Cross 
Hospital to give students real 
world experiences in the health 
science field.

Technology/Business
Our Technology/Business Cur-
riculum is structured to ful-
fill personal, social and career 
goals.  Successful mastery of 
these courses will prepare our 
young women for life beyond 
Maria High School.  Students 
can receive computer certifica-
tion that will open the door to 
a career in various technology 
fields.












